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.UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Issued by the Department of Transportation
on the 26th day of December, 2000

Application of

SOUTHEAST AIRLINES, INC. Docket OST-00-8540— 3

for an exemption

ORDER CONFIRMING ORAL ACTION
Summary

By this order, we confirm our oral action of December 19, 2000, granting Southeast Airlines,

Inc. (Southeast) an exemption to engage in passenger charter air transportatlon between
Raleigh and Charlotte, North Carolina, and Cancun, Mexico.

Background

Southeast currently holds a certificate authorizing it to provide interstate charter passenger air
transportation.! By application filed on September 20, 2000, in Docket OST-00-7956, Southeast
requested a certificate authorizing it to engage in foreign charter passenger air transportation.

Accompanying Southeast's application was information supporting its fitness to conduct such
proposed expanded operations.

Pending Department action on its foreign certificate application, on December 13, 2000,
Southeast filed an application in Docket OST-00-8540, requesting an exemption to operate a
series of public charter flights between Charlotte and Raleigh, North Carolina, on the one hand,
and Cancun, Mexico, on the other, between December 21, 2000, and February 28, 2001.2 In
support of its request, Southeast states that the proposed public charter flights will offer the
public access to low-cost, direct air service to the popular Mexican vacation destination.’

Because of the impending nature of the proposed flights, as provided in section 302.304 of our
rules, Southeast served a copy of its exemption request on, and telephonically polled, U.S. air

See Order 99-6-15, issued June 16, 1999.

Southeast intends to conduct five weekly round trips between Charlotte and Cancun, and two weekly
round trips between Raleigh and Cancun.

Southeast further notes that the proposed flights will financially benefit the carrier as well.
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carriers authorized to serve Mexico. Southeast advises that none of those carriers object to grant
of the applicant's exemption request.

The Charlotte/Raleigh-Cancun public charter flights are similar in scope to the interstate charter
services Southeast currently conducts. Moreover, our review of Southeast's foreign certificate
application in Docket OST-00-7956 revealed nothing that would lead us to conclude that
Southeast is not qualified to conduct the U.S.-Mexico flights requested here. Finally, the Federal
Aviation Administration advises us that the carrier already holds operating authority from that
agency to conduct foreign charter passenger services.

In light of the above, we found that Southeast was qualified to provide the services proposed and
that grant of the carrier's exemption request was consistent with the public interest. Thus, on
December 19, we orally advised the carrier that its request to provide Raleigh/Charlotte-Cancun
charter passenger services was approved. We confirm that action here.

ACCORDINGLY, Acting under authority assigned by the Department in its regulations, 14
CFR 385.12(b)(1):

1. We confirm our oral action of December 19, 2000, granting Southeast Airlines, Inc., an
exemption from section 41102 of the Statute to the extent necessary to authorize it to conduct
charter passenger air transportation operations between Charlotte and Raleigh, North Carolina,
on the one hand, and Cancun, Mexico, on the other hand.

2. The authority granted to Southeast Airlines, Inc., herein is effective from December 21,
2000, through February 28, 2001, or until such time as the Department's final action in Docket
OST-00-7956, whichever occurs earlier.

-

3. In the conduct of operations authorized by this exemption, Southeast Airlines, Inc., shall:

a. Hold, at all times, effective operating authority of the foreign government involved.

b.  Comply with the requirements for reporting data contained in 14 CFR Part 241.

c.  Maintain, at all times, liability insurance coverage meeting the requirements of Part 205
of our rules.

d.  Except as specifically exempted or otherwise provided for in a Department Order,
comply with the requirements of 14 CFR Part 203 concerning waiver of Warsaw Convention
liability limits and defenses.

e. Hold, at all times, appropriate operating authority from the Federal Aviation
Administration.

f.  Comply with such other reasonable terms, conditions, and limitations required by the
public interest as may be prescribed by the Department of Transportation, with all applicable
orders and regulations of other U.S. agencies and courts, and with all applicable laws of the
United States.

4. The exemption granted here may be amended or revoked at any time without notice or
hearing.
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5. We will serve a copy of this order on the persons listed in Attachment A.

Persons entitled to petition the Department for review of this order under the Department's
Regulations, 14 CFR 385.30, may file their petitions within 10 days of the service date of this
order.

The action taken in this order was effective when taken and the filing of a petition for review
shall not alter its effectiveness.

By:
RANDALL D. BENNETT
Acting Director
Office of Aviation Analysis
(SEAL)

An electronic version of this document is available on the World Wide Web at
http://dms.dot.gov//reports/reports_aviation.asp



Attachment A

SERVICE LIST FOR SOUTHEAST AIRLINES, INC.

Mr. P. Thomas Kolfenbach, President
Southeast Airlines, Inc.

12552 Belcher Road, Ste. 130

Largo, Florida 34643

Mr. Terence G. Haglund
Aviation Law Center

295 McLaws Circle, Ste. 1
Williamsburg, Va. 23185

Mr. Peter J. Lynch, Asst. Chief Counsel
For Enforcement, AGC-300

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20591

Mr. Richard Dutton

Asst. Manager, CSET

Federal Aviation Administration
AFS-900, Ste. 203B

45005 Aviation Drive

Dulles, Virginia 20166-7537

Mr. Kenneth Perroz, POI
Federal Aviation Administration
Flight Standards District Office
5601 Mariner Street

Balboni Bldg., Ste. 310

Tampa, Florida 33609

Mr. W. Michael Sacrey, Manager
Flight Standards Division, ASO-200
Federal Aviation Administration
Southern Region Headquarters

P.O. Box 20636

Atlanta, Georgia 30320

Mr. Eddie L. Thomas

Regional Counsel, ASO-7
Federal Aviation Administration
Southern Region Headquarters
P.O. Box 20636

Atlanta, Georgia 30320

Mr. Don Bright, Acting Director
Office of Airline Information, K-25
Department of Transportation

400 - 7" St, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Mr. J. D. Mealor

Airline Data Coordinator
Innovata, LLC

3915 Old Mundy Mill Road
Oakwood, Ga. 30566

Ms. Joni Mount, Product Manager
Transportation Print Products
Office Airline Guide

2000 Clearwater Drive

Oak Brook, llinois 60523

Mr. Allen Muten, Asst. Treasurer
Airlines Reporting Corp.

1530 Wilson Blvd., Ste. 800
Arlington, Virginia 22209-2448

American Assn. of Airport Executives
4224 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Mr. James Zammar, Dir. of Revenue Acctg.
Air Transport Association

1301 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Ste. 1100
Washington, D.C. 20004




